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S. 1813 – Moving Ahead for Progress in the 21st Century (MAP-21) 
 

 

 MAP-21 is a two-year reauthorization bill which will fund highway, transit, and safety programs at 
current funding levels, indexed for inflation.   
 

 MAP-21 is supported by offsets identified by the Senate Finance Committee to ensure that the 
Highway Trust Fund remains solvent. 
 

 MAP-21 is estimated to create or save 1.8 million jobs nationwide in each of the next two years, as 
well as up to one million jobs through the expanded Transportation Infrastructure Finance and 
Innovation Act (TIFIA) program. 
 

 MAP-21 makes landmark reforms to modernize and improve current surface transportation programs. 
 

 With over 50% of our roads in disrepair and over 70,000 structurally deficient bridges nationally, MAP-
21 provides much needed investment for our failing infrastructure.   
 

 In 2011, there were 5.5 million automotive accidents resulting in 33,000 unnecessary deaths, including 
almost 3,400 caused by large trucks, 10,000 caused by drunk drivers, and 3,000 caused by distracted 
drivers.  The highway safety provisions better target enforcement and oversight efforts to more 
effectively reduce accidents, injuries, and fatalities.  
 

 With the U.S. population expected to reach 420 million people by 2050 and freight traffic volumes 
expected to double by 2035, the surface transportation and freight policy provisions create a concrete 
vision and expectation for our national surface transportation system so it can meet those demands. 

 

 
LEGISLATIVE BACKGROUND 

 
The federal law authorizing surface transportation programs expired at the end of FY2009.  Since then, federal 
surface transportation programs have been continued through a series of extensions.  The Moving Ahead for 
Progress in the 21st Century Act (MAP-21) is a two-year bipartisan reauthorization of the nation’s surface 
transportation programs.  The major highway provisions of this legislation are as follows:  

 
 Authorizes $39.1 billion for FY2012 and $39.8 billion for FY2013 to be apportioned to the states by 

formula for federal-aid highway programs, and $400 million for research and education in each fiscal year. 
 

 Consolidates the total number of highway programs from roughly 90 to 30 to focus on key national goals 
and provide greater flexibility to the states so that they may invest in their top priorities.  
 



The overall Federal-Aid Highway Program would be structured around five large "core" programs, including a new 
National Freight Program and distributes highway funds to each state based on its share of total apportionments 
and allocations received during FY2005-FY2009. 

 
 Focuses resources on preserving and improving the condition of our nation’s highways, bridges and 

transit systems and for the efficient movement of goods to help our economy remain competitive. 
 

 Expands innovative financing programs, like TIFIA, that use federal funding to leverage additional local 
and private investments in transportation. 
 

 Eliminates earmarks. 
 

 Accelerates project completion, speeds up the environmental review process and introduces the use of 
performance measures in order to transform federal transportation programs by moving into an 
outcome-based, performance driven approach to improve results and accountability. 

 
The major transit provisions of this legislation include: 
 

 Provides $10.458 billion, annually, for FY2012-FY2013, the current funding level for public transportation 
programs. Previously earmarked funds are moved into core formula programs that guarantee stable, 
robust funding for every transit system.   
 

 Improves the safety of public transportation systems by improving the effectiveness of federal and state 
oversight and requiring public transportation safety plans at transit agencies. 

 
 Establishes a system to monitor and manage public transportation assets to improve safety and increase 

reliability and performance. 
 

 Eliminates earmarks from federal transit programs. 
 

 Streamlines the New Starts process for transit construction to accelerate project delivery by eliminating 
duplicative steps and speed federal decision-making. 

 
 Establishes a State of Good Repair program to assist public transportation systems in addressing the 

backlog of maintenance needs. 
 
The major surface transportation, safety, and freight provisions of this legislation include: 
 

 Improves and establishes National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) grant programs to 
address long-standing and emerging driving issues; enhances NHTSA’s enforcement authority and 
transparency, and strengthens NHTSA’s expertise in advanced technologies 

 

 Modernizes the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration’s (FMCSA) approach to truck and bus safety 
by increasing the use of technology and data to drive enforcement efforts; ensuring that only the safest 
truck and bus drivers are authorized to drive on our highways; improving the safety laws and regulations 
that govern drivers and vehicles that operate in the industry; and enhancing FMCSA’s authority tools to 
oversee the truck, bus, and household goods movers industries. 

 

 Establishes a clear and unified mission for our federal surface transportation and freight networks, 
including a long-term vision for surface and freight transportation programs that the Secretary of 



Transportation will have to implement through a surface transportation and freight strategic plan; 
provides more transparency and accountability to the federal surface transportation funding programs.  

 

 Builds on existing rail programs at Amtrak and at the Federal Railroad Administration to further refine and 
streamline development of a robust intercity passenger rail system and takes steps to address key rail 
safety concerns. 

 

 Enhances the Research and Innovative Technology Administration’s (RITA) innovative planning and 
research capability; streamlines RITA’s current authority; and improves RITA’s ability to spur innovation in 
transportation research. Increases the safety and oversight of the hazardous materials being transported 
through our nation’s transportation networks. 

 
KEY FACTS 

 

 
Industry Stakeholders Support MAP-21: 

 The US Chamber Of Commerce Supports The Bipartisan Senate Bill. The US Chamber supports 
maintaining the current level of funding plus an allowance for inflation. The Chamber shares the goal of 
Senate Democrats to attain the optimal achievable authorization in a deficit neutral manner that 
maintains broad bipartisan support.  [US Chamber, 2/6/12] 

 
 The AFL-CIO Supports a Robust Transportation Bill. In a rare point of bipartisan agreement, the AFL-CIO 

and the Chamber of Commerce joined forces to come out against the House GOP proposal, arguing for a 
“robust” transportation bill. The AFL-CIO believes the bipartisan Senate bill is the way forward. [The Hill, 

2/21/12] 

 
 American Public Transportation Association: MAP-21 Demonstrates a Strong Commitment to 

Continuing Federal Funding of Public Transportation Programs. APTA supports the bipartisan Senate bill 
that provides the vital funding to address the public transportation needs of communities across the 
country. APTA believes MAP-21 is essential to job creation, economic growth and to the long-term 
stability of vital transportation programs. [APTA, 2/15/12] 

http://www.uschamber.com/issues/letters/2012/letter-united-states-senate-surface-transportation-reauthorization
http://thehill.com/blogs/transportation-report/infrastructure/211903-k-street-turns-pessimistic-about-highway-legislation
http://www.apta.com/gap/letters/2012/Pages/120215_senators.aspx

